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February 2016

Choices for Years 1112

Dear Parents / Guardians of students in Year 10,

Your child is about to take another step on their educational ladder and is at the stage when decisions
regarding GCSE subjects must be made.

These decisions are extremely important and should not be made lightly and you are encouraged to
di scuss your childds ideas, their apparent abil@ty
working life before a final selection is made.

This booklet attempts to explain the programme of study and the content of each subject which will be
offered for study at GCSE level or its equivalent from September 2016.

As part of the Careers Education Information and Guidance (CEIAG) programme, your child has already
had the opportunity to discuss the reasons for selecting particular optional subjects with their Head of
Year.

You are encouraged to contact the school to speak with the Head of Senior School or Head of Careers,
with any queries you might have.

In selecting subjects you should endeavour to ensure that the selection being made gives your child a
curriculum which is balanced and broadly based and one that is suited t;

their style of learning and aspirations for the future. Good decisions are
usually the result of
consultation
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Students remember;
1 Talk to your parents about the subject choices you are making,

Talk to your teachers

1 Talk to Year 11 and 12 students who are already studying the subjects you are interested i
1 Work out your strengths (Are you better at exams or-gaing portfolio work?)
1 Remember;
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oYoung pe
cut themselves off
from a whole range
of careers by not
continuing their

STEM educ

L LARBER -
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Jobs and
Careers

Studying a wide
range of subjects
for GCSE or
Vocational
gualifications
gives an
opportunity to
develop interests
and abilities while
keeping the
majority of

career options
open. During the
next two years the
young person will
continue a
programme of
careers education
which has already
begun. This
programme will
enable the student
to focus clearly on
the career paths
open to them.

CONTENTS
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STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and

' ¢ Mathematics)

The future prosperity of the UK is very much dependent upon young
. . people choosing STEM related subjects. Such subjects will play a key

role in the

development.

countryaos

Recent research has indicated that there has been ¢
shortfall in the number of people choosing to study
STEM subjects. By 2014 it is expected that the UK
will have to fill around threequarters of a million

f fechnolh
&

Engineering

’
%

additional jobs requiring highly numerate, analytical

people with STEM skKills.

Keeping options open:

The skills gained from studying STEM subject$

can often open up immense opportunities,
somet hing that pupil s
Did you know?

1 75% of the fastest growing occupations
rely upon important STEM skills.

1 Studying STEM subjects frequently leadg
to superb job prospects, high earning
potential, variety, challenges, the
opportunity to travel and a chance to
make a real impact upon a sustainable
future.

1 STEM graduates are, and more
importantly will continue to be in high
demand.

STEM related subjects
include...
Science
Food Science
Iﬁaﬁuitac&nmg dondt
Construction
Environmental Science
Horticulture / Agriculture
Construction
Mathematics
Engineering
Technology & Design
Psychology
Health Science
Home Economics
ICT
Geography
Geology

no
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How to choose your subjects

When making choices for your optional subjects, t
A. Keeping a Balance

Very few 14 year olds really know what they want to do when they leave school and those that think they do
often change their minds. It is therefore important to keep a broad balance of subjects so that you do not
limit your choice of career at a later stage.

B. Subjects needed for a particular field.

If you have a really strong career interest then you must make sure you do not leave out subjects which you
may need later. For example, if you are interested in working in engineering, then it would be a mistake to
drop technology and design or if you want a career in the tourism sector, it would be a mistake not to opt for
Travel and Tourism.

C. Subjects you are good at

It is only sensible that you continue with subjects where you already have a proven record of success.
Consideration however, should also be given to what type and extent of work will be expected in the future
(the continual assessment element of the course, the skills needed, the hours of study required both at home
and at school to enable you to succeed)

D. Subjects you enjoy

It is easier to work hard and be successful in a subject you find enjoyable and interesting. But remember,
even if you drop a subject now, you can take it up again in the futureducation does not necessarily end
when you leave your pogprimary school.

E. Qualification Types (equivalence)

There are more course options available to you rather than the traditional GCSE pathways. All Occupational
Studies, BTEC and National Qualifications are equivalent to GEBIEy are simply assessed and reported
differently. These vocational qualifications tend to have more -going assessment with significantly less
marks assigned to end of year exams. Ask yourself;

AM 1? Grading Structure
T Better at working constantly during the year D/ {9 ¢ 9/ k | Hir6dnEs2 VAR 30 dzR A
rather than leaving all my work for final :
exams? I F 5Aa0y 002y S@St H 53&dayOazy
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Page 7 The Next Step... Options
Subject Details T Develop personal writing Assessment structure.
The study of this subject aims to help skills
you:
. oo .
1 Show skills in speaking, listening, Topics covered Unit 1 Exam-20% (90 mins)
reading and writing necessary to
communicate with others f The spoken word Unit2 E 20% (90 i
confidently and effectively q The written word ni xam-20% (30 mins)
i Express yourself creatively q Reading skills
Adat h and writing t Unit 3 Speaking and Listening
1 dapt your speech andwriting o ¢ writing skills (3 best pieces) 20%
different situations and
audiences i Speaking and
Listening skills [ — . . -
1 Understand how language relates g - Unit4 Reading and Writing
to identity and cultural diversity Nl Controlled Assessments (3 pieces
N written in school) 20%
T Become a critical reader

Cross curricular
links

Progression

Successful completion of a GCSE
English Language course is an
essential qualification for most
employment, training and/or further
education opportunities.

The communication skills developed
in this subject may be shared with
all other learning areas.

In particular, the skills you use may

have close links with:
You will need:

i History

1 A positive attitude to class-
1 RE work / homework activities
1 LLW 1 A desire to make progress

Careers

Careers using English Language
Journalist
Secretary
Web Designer
Teacher
Researcher

Technical Writer

Why choose this subject?

This is a very important programme
of study, equipping you for life. The
skills you learn will stay with you
forever and enable you to
communicate effectively with a
wide range of people in many
different situations.

6l anguage is a t

that will follow its owner

r

Grades Available
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Page 8 The Next Step... Options

GCSE Mathematics

Subject Details Topics covered Assessment structure.
The GCSE Mathematics course allows students The course focuseson [ pupils take one module test
the opportunity to: four main areas of study and one completion paper.
1 Acqum? and use problem solving T Number 1 The pupil may resit the same
strategies 1 Algebra module test ONCE, or attempt
1 Develop and apply skills to real life a different module, in a
situations 1 Geometry and different session.
i Reason mathematically, make deductions Measures 9 The final grade will be
and inferences, and draw conclusions 9 Statistics and composed of the best module
1 Interpret and communicate mathematical Probability mark and the final completion
information paper.

Cross curricular links Careers
Cross curricular links provide students
with handson, openended, realworld, . . .
P i A solid grade in Mathematics

problemsolving experiences that are
linked. Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics content
(STEM) has become an important part
of the curriculum.

will allow for further study and
enhance future career
opportunities.

phitpmarinme | 1 The majority of PostL6 cours-

. o . ) es require an AxC grade in
The skills developed in this subject may also be shared with; Mathematics.
ICT Business Studies 1 Most employers will ask for a
Geography Occupational Studies minimum of a grade C in
Mathematics.
Grades Available
EXAMINATION Form of Assessment Weighting Availability
Modules External written Examination
with calculator January and
FOUNDATION1/T2 1 hour 30 minutes 45% Summer Sessions
HIGHER T3/T4 2 hours 45%
COMPLETION 2 External written Examinations
PAPERS Paper 1without a calculator January and
Paper 2with a calculator Summer Sessions
FOUNDATIONTS 1 hour per paper 55%
HIGHER T6 1 hour 15 minutes per paper 55%

T c2dzyRIFa2y ¢ASNI Ol yRARI GyS2aNXolGf | £ NeENSHeyy/URD N NE- 2RN\S a¢ ™




Page 9 The Next Step... Options
GCSE Science
Science | Electrical Circuits
B Assessment
Science is a STEM subject. It 1 Waves

includes the study of living
organisms, Chemistry and Physics.
Pupils will study for a single award
GCSE in Core Science with the
examining board CCEA

q Vision

Topics Covered

Biologyi Feb 2017 (25%)

ChemistrfiNov 2017 (25%)

PhysicgiJune 2018 (25%)

i Chromosomes and Genes

1 Disease and Body Defenses Controlled Assessmerit June
] 2017 (25%)

i Food and Diet

i The World around Us

i Using Materials to fight Crime

Cross curricular links Progression Careers

The skills developed in this
subject may be shared with;
English A science qualification is an excellent
basis for many courses at Post 16.
Science is essential to progress to Level

Mathematics

Geography 3 Applied Science in Sixth Form and a
ICT good grade would allow progression to
Childcare a Single/Double Award Science
Physical Education Alevel

Health and Social Care

Hospitality

Studying science enables pupils to
go on to a wide range of future
employment and / or studies. A
wide range of careers require a
basic knowledge of Science which
this course will provide. Some
careers using Science are; Nursing,
Research, Marine Biologist, Vet, Lab
Technician, and Forensic Scientist.

Why choose this subject?

Science is an exciting course including many
opportunities for practical work. Science
opens up many different pathways for future
careers and courses.

Grades Available

Higher Tier A*-C

Foundation GG
Tier
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The Next Step...

Options

BTEC Applied Science

Science

Science is a STEM subject. This
course includes the Biology and
Chemistry Single Award units in
BTEC Science.

[ J
crour

E

Topics Covered

Unit 1: Principles of Science
Unit 2: Chemistry and Our Earth
Unit 3: Energy and Our Universe

Unit 4: Biology and Our
Environment

Assessment

Unit 1 is externally as-
sessed (exam)

Units 2, 3 and 4 are

internally assessed
(coursework)

Cross curricular
links

The skills developed in this subject
may be shared with;

English
Mathematics
Geography
ICT
Childcare

Progression

This Science qualification is an
excellent basis for any course. A good
grade in BTEC Science will help you
gain access to a BTEC Level 3
Science Course. This course is
equivalent to GCSE so contributes to
points necessary for Sixth Form
courses.

Careers

Studying Science enables pupils to
go on to a wide range of future
employment paths and / or studies.
A wide range of careers require a
basic knowledge of Science which
this course will provide. Some
careers using Science are; Nursing,
Researcher, Marine Biologist, Vet,
Lab Technician, Forensic Scientist,
Pharmacist and Geneticist.

Why choose this subject?

Science is an exciting course
including many opportunities for
practical work. Science opens up
many different pathways for future

careers and courses. BTEC Level 2

is an excellent foundation for Level
3 Science which is recognised by

most universities for further study.

Grades Available
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The Next Step...

Options

Subject Details

This course has been designed to
provide a broad educational basis
for further training or for moving into
appropriate  employment mainly
within the ICT sector.

It provides opportunities to study
Information Communication
Technology at Post 16 level particu-
larly GCE ICT and Applied GCE ICT.

GCSE Iin ICT

Topics covered

The course consists of 3 units ag
follows:

Unit 1: Tools and Applications.

Communications Software,
Information Handling, Spreadshee
and Presentation Packages.

Unit 2: Using Multimedia and Games
Technology.

Using Graphics, Using Digital Vidg
and Sound; Games Technology an
Using  Multimedia Assets.

Unit 3: Understanding ICT Systems

(
c

and the implications of their use in
everyday life.

Assessment structure.

Unit 1: 30% coursework Year 11

3 tasks - Database, Spreadsheet,
PowerPoint

Unit 2: 30% coursework Year 12

2 tasks - Web design and Game
Development

Unit 3: 40% 2 hour written
examinationd Year 12

Cross curricular
links

The skills developed in this subject
may be shared with;

English
Mathematics
ICT

Business Studies

Progression

GCSE ICT provides opportunities to
study Information Communication
Technology at Post 16 level
particularly GCE ICT, Applied GCE IC]
Electronics, computing and BTEC ICT

Careers

This course has been designed to
provide a broad educational basis
for further training or for moving into
appropriate employment mainly

I', within the ICT sector.

Employment opportunities include
Computer Technician, IT, Computer
Design, Electronics and Engineering.

Why choose this subject?

t e ¢ h n o | Studeints can progeed td fdrther | C

I n todayo6s
an important and worthwhile
qualification. No matter what you
decide to do when you leave school,
the chances are you will end up
working with ICT.

This qualification will help you to
understand more about how and
why ICT operates in the way it does.

gualifications in areas like
Computing, Applied ICT, Games
Design, Electronics and Engineering.

In addition further education
centres require anyone, who does
not have a qualification in ICT, to
attend extra classes in ICT.

T

Grades Available

GCSE
A*,A,B,C,D,E,F G

77
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Page 12 The Next Step...

Options

OCR Cambridge Nationals in ICT

Subject Details Topics covered

Assessment structure.

This is a vocationallyelated R001: Understanding Computer | roo1 1 Hour exam year 11
gualification that takes an engaging, Systems.
practical and inspiring approach to R002 Portfolio year 11
learning and  assessment. The RQ02: Using ICT to create business| Roos Portfolio year 12
everyday use of ICT, from PCs to solutions. (Word Processing,
smartphones, now impacts all of our  pyplisher, Database, Spreadsheet,| R006  Portfolio year 12
lives. Three themes are covered: email, Internet search)
Business Information Systems,
Creative and Technical use of ICT RO0S: Creating an interactive | >5o4 exam
product using multimedia
components. (Create a website) 75% portfolio
N ) RO06: Creating digital images
_—".13* ! (Photoshop)
Cross curricular Progression Careers

links

The skills developed in this subject
may be shared with;

Cambridge Nationals in ICT can lead
to a wide range of general and

lish vocational qualifications including
Englis Cambridge Technicals in IT Levels 2 &
Mathematics 3, Applied GCE ICT, Electronics

Computing  and of

apprenticeships

a range

Business Studies

Cambridge Nationals in IC&re
highly respected by employers and
higher education establishments
alike.

Employment opportunities include
Media, Computer Technician, IT,
Computer Design, Electronics and

ICT S
Engineering.

Why choose this subject? Grades Avalilable
L/ ¢ alatta | NE SaaSyRet {9 yrRAN ESHNMYSBW | S5t u |t aas aSNRGY 5Aas
SYLX 28 YSyid | yR ¥F dzNSiRKIENI o 23/R ddS yaii2NBsa 5AaayOaz2y f|I /3.
FYR FNB FY2y3a (KS oKy RR2v8&y (yl2fl0 K| &8 03NI RS SljdAght Sy
N} yaFSNIofS &1Af LY ¢NB ljlid2n NGRS yorRe IS £ (i (o)
SYLX 2By da OFy YINRONMSRKHIER &2dz RY({[ 55t wm|traas asNAGS s 54
FdzNI KSNJ ljdzl £ A UOL o 28y2&dz AfyS I ONSS |1 530 Ki 2421 & Cz935 63N} RY 853 dzn
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Options

LLW Personal and Social Development

Subject Details

Assessment structure.
'II_'his c-our?e rﬁ?lacej \t/f\]/e tliaditional Topics covered T Students select modules to
earning for Lite an or ; i ain credits for the

qualification and forms part of the The course fO(.:USES on five main ?:ertificate
statutory provisi careasofstudy L '
and 12. The course is equivalent to q Identity and Cultural Diversity 1 Students build up a
one GCSE and is nationally o portfolio of evidence to
recognised. 1 Healthy Living meet the assessment

i Preparation for Work criteria.

q Manading own Mone 1 There is no final exam.

ging y Assessment is by 100%
1 Parenting Awareness. coursework.
Cross curricular Progression Careers
links
The course will support young peopl¢ s course leads naturally into the The wide range of skills developed
to; Level 3 CoPE qualification. in this course will help young people
q Become confident individuals.| (Certificate of Personal Effectiveness) | to develop as individuals and
which is offered in Sixth form at contributors to society, the economy
il Become responsible citizens. | Abbey Community College. and the environment. They will be
. encouraged to think independently
1 _D(ejvelopdsklltlsl_ fpr d make informed decisions and take
n ekpen entiiving an appropriate action in relation to
working. personal, social and employment
issues.

Why choose this subject?

¢tKAa O2dz2NBES LINRPOARSA
2 LILI2 NIidzy AG& F2NJ LdzLIA
Fy AyONBFaiay3ate 0O02YL)
LG Ffaz2z LINRPOARSAE GKS
G2 SyKIFyOS GKSANI / *
2LIR NI dzyAde G2 FglAy
SlidA @It Syid O2dz2NESa S

Grades Available
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Page 14 The Next Step... Options

GCSE Religious Studies

Subject Details
Assessment Structure

The study of this subject aims to 1| Adoptan enquiring, critical and

help you: reflective approach to the study 2 exams; One each at the end of
9 develop an understanding of Topics covered
moral, ethical, social and I Become open minded and willing -Opics Covere
cultural issues:; to Iisten to otnper HRamiglfd eds points
of view . .
1 Foster an awareness and | Abortion and Euthanasia
understanding of a range of 1 De_vel_op your communicatic_nns q Equality
beliefs, practices and values in skills in order to share your ideas
your own life and wider society; and work with others during 1 A study of a Gospel
discussions and group work .
I Develop your ability to make activities. T Existence of God
responsible moral judgements; q Experiencing God
i Develop personal writing skills
9 Explore your own beliefs, 1 Immortality
insights, selfidentity and . ,
self?\North' y 1 Evil and suffering
T Crime and Punishment
Cross curricular Progression Careers
links

Successful completion of a GCSE

Religious Studies course is a useful
qualification for most employment, Journalism
training and / or further education

The communication skills developed
in this subject may be shared with
all other learning areas.

Careers using Religious Studies

In particular, the skills you use may | opportunities. You will need: Social Work
have close links with: ;
i A positive attitude to class- Public Sector
1 History work / homework activities Youth Work
1 LLW ] A desire to think through Teaching
1 English IsUes. Counselling
Why choose this subject? Grades Available
Lfpod / § 9 C D

This is a very important programme of study

<
) —
equipping you for life. The skills you learn ¥
will stay with you forever and enable you to -  —
communicate effectively with a wide range c GRADES

people in many different situations. :--
- B



http://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://schools.cfisd.net/cyranch/index.html&sa=U&ei=ZUreUrmIKYTb7AaEioH4Cw&ved=0CDoQ9QEwBQ&usg=AFQjCNEnusLCJXdAZR0oxoX2m-Qq13-SJg
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The Next Step...

Options

GCSE Business and Communication Systems

Subject Details

Studentswill acquire valuable
practical skills using a wide range of
computer software applications in
Business contexts.

GCSE Business and Communication
Systems is very relevant to the
world of work. Tasks are based on
real scenarios and it helps students
understand the changing role of ICT
and its practical use in almost any
career.

Topics covered

Theory

The Workplace Organisation, The
Business Environment,
Communication, Security Of Data,
Business Administration,
Recruitment & Selection, Training
and Rewarding Staff, ICT and
Business Communications, the
Internet and ECommerce.

Practical Skills

Word Processing, Spreadheets,
Databases, File Management,
Charts, Composition, Power Point,
Web Design, Graphics and Clipart.

Controll a5 %
Assessmenpt

Practical|33%lperi
(1.5hr)

Theory PadpeE¥
(1hr)

Cross curricular
links

The skills developed in this subject
may be shared with:

i English

q Mathematics

i Business Studies
i ICT

i Travel and Tourism

Progression

This course prepares students for
progression to Advanced Level study
in ICT and Business subjects.

Quialifications in both these areas are
offered in our Sixth Form at Abbey
Community College.

It is also an excellent foundation for
anyone considering employment or
NVQ study.

Careers

GCSE Business and Communicatipn
Systems helps students develop
practical ICT and Business skills that
are useful in a diverse range of
employment roles.

This course will help develop
candidates for any job within ICT
and Business sectors and covers a
range of skills required to work in
administration.

Why choose this subject?

Through the development of key
transferable skills this subject
equips students with the necessary
ICT competencies to contribute to
the modern business world.

What do the students say?

0BCS is a fun
world of work while learning in an
exciting creative way using
computer based

way

OBCS prepares

it includes ICT skills which are need-
eve

ed for al mo.st

skill so

you

Grades Available

for the future 4s
Ojn%borier entry
students wil |l Db e
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The Next Step...

Options

GCSE Art and Design

Subject Details

The core portfolio is produced in class
time with the support of the Art
teacher during Years 11 and 12.

Students are also encouraged to work
after school with support or at home

The exam paper is issued in January
of Year 12 with an 8 week
preparation period. Once again,
students are supported and directed
during this time.

The final outcome for the exam is
produced in a 10 hour period over
two days.

The Art teacher is present
throughout.

While this department believes that
Art and Design can be taught, some
artistic ability is necessary. There
are many career opportunities for
students studying Art and Design as
design and creativity form the basis
for a wide range of employment
skills.

Students choosing this subject
should have a keen interest in Art
and the visual world. They should
appreciate that adaptability,
flexibility and perseverance are a

vital part of meeting the
challenges at GCSE level.

Topics covered

In producing the core portfolio and
final exam you will have the
opportunity to produce work using
a selection of the following:

Drawing and Graphic Media
1 Mixed Media

Printing Media

Lens Based Media

Information Technology

= =4 =a -2

Textiles

Cross curricular
links

The skills developed in this subject
may be shared with;

English
Technology and Design

ICT

Progression

This course provides opportunities to
study Art and Design at a more
advanced level. Students may go on
to study A Level Art or choose to
attend a Further Education College or
Art College.

Careers

The GCSE in Art and Design is highly
respected by employers and higher
education establishments alike.
GCSE Art provides a variety of skills
needed to enter employment in any
Art and Design area including
Graphic Design, Fashion, Furniture
Design, Interior Design, Architecture,
Hairdressing and many other jobs
where creativity is key.

Why choose this subject?

This is an exciting programme of
study that will equip you with a
variety of skills and knowledge. The
skills you'll learn in Art and Design
are very dynamic and cover a wide
range of career opportunities. It will
enable you to be more aware of your
visual surroundings and your world.

Art and design increases your
awareness and creative outlook.

Assessment Structure

Core Portfolio 60%

Externally set assignment  40%
Grades Available

Single Tier of Entry

Grades A*-G
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